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SINGAPOREANS have been hit by a - said Georgin Has c]amped dowmn on'cor-
slew of ads promoting Georgia as & ruiption, and fling open 1t§ doors toin-
place to invest. Georgia the country . Vestents:
that is, not 'the Aimerican state. '
The advertisements, is a bold and
striking red font against a thife back= "
gmund trampet the Republ of Geor-
gia as “the world's No, fighting oL L
corruption”, The ads have-appeared in. gapore'in South-gast Asm, itis the saf—

The Straits Times, ag-well as the Asian’- est-and most: bisifess- frlendly place :
“in the entire reglon," ‘hé

like Tte Economist. President. Mikheil:Saikas
The blitz is part of a bid by Georgia. tpok office after tie 2003 Rose Revohi-
- a nation- of 4.4 million squeezed in’ on, g made at least three reference
‘between Bussia and Turkey - to'deep- gapore; ‘publicly. in the past
en ties withi Smgapore and become a. ryear, éveén drawing: griticism From Ea- |
uSingapore of the: Caucagis” _ropean eighbolirs:for” obsessing over
The country hds to repay debts - Singapiote. In December, Georgla un-

curred to'speed recovery after a 2008 veiied plaris-to open a Singapore eri-
lbassy this year, but the Ministry of .

“Foreign Affairs has no official request
yet.-Last. month, Georgia sent a teatn
led by " Minister. of
- Economy and Sustain-’
“able Development Ve-
.ra Kobalai, 30, to Sin-.
gapore, .
* "Mr.-. Alphonsus
_;Chla, chle:f ‘exécutive
" of the Singapm'e Co-
: : Lo uperahon Enterpnse,
. Georgias existence’ who met’ the team,
crossed miy. mind to. - and’ perhaps . $aid they wete partie- -
do business (in Geor: belleved that Treating  Wwly keen to learn”
i e, id.. .
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with Rusgia over the

Georgum» JDreakaway Schuo] of. lntematmnal Studles ’ dlf ult to change in
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it dramatic photo-
graphs- and reports from -the last con-

mese[equh analysr'at the- Gentre ’ -p]e to believe- lt has~
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Trade figures tell

just $3.5 million in ]anuary, barely a

- Sliver of the $82 billiowin goods trad- - - fligt with Russi, My um1ensk1 ‘said,

'In Asia, people seerni Tather oblivi-~
ols to. Georgia's . existence and pex-
haps it-is believed that creatmg anew

ed between Singapors and the world
that month. Figures for trade between
the two countries became ava‘ilable on-
1y this year. . - Image here could be easier.” !
. $ingapore signed a double taxation, - The ad campaign is & start; but it
pact with Georgia last June, but tradg ~ has along way fo go. Mt Michezl Col-
promotion agency bio) Smgapore said - lins, president of the European Gham-
there have been no. inquiries at gll  ber of Commerce, said: "Georgia
from Singapore firms about Georgia. = ‘nave considerable growth potential
- Mr Victor Tay, actirig chief execu-. . ‘but in thie shiort-to- “medium tefr Sin-.
tivéof the Singapore Business Federa~  Bapare firms making | tradé and invest--
tion, said: “It's not that Singapore ment deécisions, in particular SMEs
companies are not keen to explare op- that may not have a high risk appetite,
portumtles in Georgia, {but that) there will find if easier to pricritise their ef-
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